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Overseas Chinese affairs in Xinjiang in the Republic of China ( 1912 - 1928)
ZENG Shao - cong
( Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract: Current studies on overseas Chinese affairs in the period of the Republic of China are mainly related to those at the country
level and hardly at the regional level. Xinjiang of China bordering several countries has been a multi — ethnically inhabited region
since ancient times. The Han and ethnic minorities in Xinjiang have been keeping frequent emigration to other countries. During his
governance of Xinjiang Yang Zengxin carried out a series of measures to protect the Xinjiang — related Chinese in the neighboring
countries and defended their rights and interests including setting up organizations for overseas Chinese affairs negotiating over the
compensation for some overseas Chinese properly settling the returned overseas Chinese and banning Chinese emigration in specific
periods. Due to the domestic situation of Russia the Sino — Russian relations and China’s neutral foreign policy in the period of Yang
Zengxin's governance of Xinjiang the effects of dealing with overseas Chinese affairs in Xinjiang were not very satisfactory but there
were still some achievements that deserve credit.

Key words: period of the Republic of China; Xinjiang; overseas Chinese affairs
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