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Research Articles
“Yifang” on the Oracle Inscriptions of the Shang Dynasty and the Wars between Shang and the Yi
Tribe Li Fa(4)
During the Shang Dynasty, there were a great number of tribes and kingdoms and wars were
frequent between them. Among which, “Yi” () was a rare tribe that was recorded on the
oracle bones from the first up to the fifth archaeological periods. “Yi” in “Yifang” ( )is a
jiaje character of “shi” (). In the 10th Year of his reign, Di Xin made military an expedition
to Huaiyi. The campaign began on the Day of Jiawu ( ) of the 9th Month in the 10th Year of
Di Xin’s reign, and ended on the Day of Guichou ( ) of the 5th Month in the 11th Year of Di
Xin’s reign, lasting 250 days in total. The Shang troop started from Anyang and on the Day of
Guimao ( ) of the 1st Month in the 11th Year of Di Xin’s reign arrived in Yong City, which
was a border area of the Kingdom of You and the front of wars against the Yifang . After over 30
days of stay and patrol, the troop went back along basically the same route to a hunting area ,
inscribed as = on the oracle bones. Generals that took part in this campaign included Fu Hao (
) Hou Gao ( )» Wang Cheng( ), Ge( ) (inscribed as g§ or Zhi [ gk on the oracle
bones classified as Group Bin [ . and Hou Xi. Expeditions against the Yifang during the
first to the fourth archaeological periods were relatively small in scale; expedition conducted by

Di Xin in the 10th Year of his reign were massive in scale and ended in victory.

A Re-examination of Zheng Xuan’s and Wang Su’s Views on Suburban Sacrifice
Ning Zhenjiang(28)

The view that jiao (  the suburban sacrifice) is different from qiu (  the circular mound
sacrifice ) are Zheng Xuan’s starting point of study and logic on this issue, which make some of
his opinions on problems like “Zhou’s first suburban sacrifice” ( )in Jiao Te Sheng (

) somewhat out of line with reality. Wang Su, on the contrary, claimed that jiao and giu
were the same and there were two suburban sacrifice sites in Zhou, which made his theory much
more rational than Zheng’s theory. Zheng made these mistakes because he based his views
mainly on Wei Shu ( ) and the Rites of Zhou. Wang Su’s theory not only made extensive
reference to books included classics, works of scholars, books of history, biographies, etc., but
also to works of many Confucians such as Jia Kui, Ma Rong, Xu Shen and Zheng Xuan.
Therefore, Wang’ s theory is not only extensively literature-based, but also adherent to the
consistent propositions in the Confucian classics. Although Wang Su made reference to the
Homely Talks of Confucius ( ), the book is not very important in his deduction.
Scholars dedicated in distinguishing the genuine from the false had a biased and overstated
opinions about the function of the Homely Talks of Confucius in this regard. They took the
similar contents in the Homely Talks of Confucius and other books in Wang Shu’s deduction as
the irrefutable evidence of his forgery. This is in fact logically wrong and is misled by method

+ 189 -
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used in distinguishing the fake Book of Documents ( ), an extension of the paradigm of

classical study of forgeries. Therefore their conclusions are not reliable.

“Huanei” and “Huawai” in the Tang Dynasty Wang Yikang(43)

Huawai ( foreign areas ) and Huanei ( domestic areas ) in Tang Code can be
distinguished from each other on the basis of political territory. Huanei areas cover the inland
regions and the surrounding barbarian states under Tang’ s jurisdiction, which was within
Tang’s territory. Huanei and Huawai , therefore, refer to areas within and outside the borders
of the Tang empire respectively, corresponding to “domestic” and “foreign” in modern laws. By
introducing the concept of Huawai, the Tang Code distinguishes Tang’s political territory from
its sphere of cultural influence; while the concept Huanei gives the multi-ethnic Tang empire or

China a definite scope in the sense of national sovereignty.

Dual Tax Reporting and Payment to County and Garrisons: Survival Strategies on the “Four Major
Branches of the Non-military Yao” of Yongming County in Hunan Province Wu Tao(61)

Towards the end years of Hongwu reign in the Ming Dynasty, the two thousand-household
garrisons stationed in Taochuan and Pipa of Yongming County between Hunan and Guangdong
provinces were additionally established. The soldiers reclaimed wasteland for farming, so that
land owned by the garrisons and that of the prefectures and counties showed a criss—crossed
pattern in the area. Some Yao people transferred from “Shengyao ( )”, or aboriginal Yao to
become “Shuyao ( )”, or Yao within the administrative system by virtue of their promises of
cultivating and safeguarding the land., and enjoyed the privilege of tax and corvee exemption.
Along with the weakening of the military function and the disbanding of the garrisons in the
middle of the Ming Dynasty, the Yao people’s choice for proportions of taxes on farm land to the
county and prefecture changed accordingly. In addition, the reform of the conscription system led
to more diverse sources of troops, which also boosted the Yao people to break away from military
system to local civil system. Entering the Qing Dynasty, new policies such as the reform of the
garrison, land measurement and special enrollment quota in imperial examination significantly
affected the process of self-aggregation of the Yao people. As a result, the Shuyao began to split
within their community, leading to the formation of the “four major branches of non-military

Yao.”

Evolution of the Modern Medicine Community: From the China Medical Missionary Association
(CMMA ) to Chinese Medical Association (CMA) Tao Feiya Wang Hao(79)

While they were promoting missionary work China with the help of medical science,
Western missionaries in modern times founded the earliest medical science community in China ,
the China Medical Missionary Association (CMMA ), whose system and ideas provided
experience and example for later local medical organizations. However, due to CMMA’ s
limitations in cooperation with the Chinese society, including its strict requirements, religious
nature and status as a foreign organization, some Chinese elites of Western medicine established
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