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Abstract
The Chinese syllable can be divided to five parts,head,neck, belly, ending and spirit. Its neck
is a medial included in the rhyme part. In the paper the author argues that post-consonants of the in-
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itials should be distinguished from the vowel-coloured medials. Mediels -i-,-u-,-y- and -w- emerge
in lots of modern Sino-Tibetan languages. But the medials of Chinese are new arrivals. In the 7th
centurys Tibetan and 11th Burmese, there were -j- and -w-, no medials -i- and -u-. Medials in Sino-
Tibetan languages mainly came from weakened post-consonants of their initials. We have found few
language both with -j-, -w- and -i-,-u-.
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